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Who would have imagined that on  9th August 2006,  a year when there was the least amount of snow for many years,  we would have had 26 members of KAC participating in the KAC Cross Country from Perisher Valley to Charlotte Pass.  This was among the highest of numbers since 2001, when 33 finished. “Why?” you may ask.  Because it was fun and gave all participants a sense of achievement.

We had our problems.  First, the RTA were most reluctant to allow us to run the race on the road.  Then when we finally received approval, there was no snow on the road anyway.  Early in the week we had superb calm sunny days, but race day dawned with a howling gale which I heard even blew Paul Thackray over when he was helping to set up the start.  Finally we had trouble with the electronic timing.
As usual we overcame these obstacles to provide a day which is a highlight in the year for some in the cross country skiing fraternity,  a day of good fellowship and re-union for others, and a challenging and rewarding experience for many new participants.

Because of the lack of snow, the start was at Betts Creek, and Perisher Blue helped by providing transport to the Gap for those aged over 75.  But there was still some walking to be done and a few missed the start.  The track crossed Spencers Creek on a snow bridge, with Graeme Gibson, the ever helpful Manager of Alpenhof,  standing by with a ladder and ropes in case anyone fell in.  I hope he wasn’t disappointed that his skills were not required. From there, some felt that the wind was now assisting them up the hill following the pole line, but it gradually abated. We were warmly greeted by those at the finish line, and thank goodness they were manually backing up the finishing times.

The party afterwards at Stillwell Lodge was a great success.  The large number and high quality of the spot prizes more than compensated for the lack of results.  

Forty-two of the entrants did not start, but of the 211 starters, all finished. This was 29 more than last year. The overall winner was Chris Darlington in a mere 15 min 3 seconds. The first woman home was Kate Calder.  The first Classic finisher was Matthew Murtagh and Camille Melvey was the first woman Classic skier.  The winner of the prestigious Geoff Nott Cup on handicap was Anthony Evans, and of the Carl Bongers Trophy was Jim Salter. 

The first three KAC male finishers were Rod Hislop, Brian Pert and Ross Martin; and the first three women were Di Dennison, Susan Salter and Geraldine Hunt, who were all classic skiers. Peter Ward, who was this year’s Chief of Course, was also the first KAC Classic skier home. The Martini Cup for the fastest team was won by Cooma, with Boonoona 2nd and KAC 3rd.  The full results are available on our website, www.kac.org.au.

There were many helpers, from both within and outside the club. They are all most sincerely thanked for their generous help in making this event yet again a most enjoyable experience for so many people. “THE KAC” has now been held for 35 consecutive years. We all look forward to next year’s race. We hope to have many members again helping to maintain the fine tradition that this race has become.
